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The proposed pedestrian bridge will connect the State Capitol 
Complex with Capital View Park. The bridge design could be simple 
and functional. However, it will be highly visible for those traveling 
on the Capital Parkway, so it is an opportunity for a gateway 
statement for Kentucky’s capital.
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A primary constraint of Capital View Park and the Old Lawrenceburg Road corridor 
is their isolation from the rest of the riverfront due to topography. These two sites are 
nearly impossible to access from downtown Frankfort and South Frankfort for those 
not in vehicles. 

This plan recommends multimodal connections from these two areas to South 
Frankfort and downtown Frankfort. On the east bank, WalkBike Frankfort has 
planned and is advocating the Downtown - Capital View - East Frankfort bicycle 
trail that connects downtown with Capital View Park, and this Kentucky Riverfront 
Development Plan encourages the trail’s implementation. When parcels north of 
Capital View Park are developed or their use is otherwise changed, the City and 
County should pursue a riverfront easement to enable this trail connection. The trail 
can connect to the former site of the Pepper-Spring Hill Distillery, allowing a historic 
interpretation site. On the west bank, this plan recommends a multi-use trail parallel 
to the civic parkway.

The two sides of the river are completely divided for those not in a vehicle. The East-
West Connector Bridge is the only link between the two, but it is not welcoming 
for pedestrians or bicyclists. A pedestrian bridge should connect the State Capitol 
Complex with Capital View Park to link employees, tourists and students at the 
Kentucky State Capitol with recreational and environmental education opportunities 
in the park. The State Capitol Complex attracts many students from around the 
state every year, and these students can extend their visit and expand their education 
to the KSU-sponsored environmental interpretation sites in Capital View Park and 
downtown.

The pedestrian bridge can be incorporated into the Capitol Complex Parking Garage 
and connect to the Old Lawrenceburg Road bicycle trail. The pedestrian bridge will 
enable a riverfront multimodal loop.

Section Highlights
•	 Multimodal trails should connect tourists, residents and 

employees in downtown and South Frankfort to Capital View 
Park and civic parkway amenities.

•	 A pedestrian bridge should connect Capital View Park to its 
namesake, linking educational opportunities and the regional 
trail network.
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Capital Avenue Bridge Constraints and Opportunities
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