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and preserve these important environmental functions while opening river views. 
Selective clearing may also result in isolated short-term removal of existing natural 
stream buffer functions. Where this occurs, natural toe protection techniques 
such as brush and tree revetments, rootwad revetments and coir fascines should be 
considered in combination with bank treatments incorporating live cuttings and live 
staking to restore natural bank processes and habitat.

Steps for Creating a Visual Access Plan
•	 Identify and prioritize desirable viewsheds. Viewsheds should be selected with 

the goal of opening and enhancing river views. Priority locations for opening 
views should be at the ends of public streets, along the Kentucky Riverwalk, 
designated view spots of focal points like the quarry wall, and views of 
prominent and historic architecture like the Kentucky State Capitol.

•	 Select the desirable viewsheds. Consider site conditions such as soils, hydrology, 
topography and ownership (i.e., public or privately owned). Avoid disturbing 
sensitive riparian areas, including areas that provide aesthetic or noise barriers, 
areas containing high quality plant species or critical habitat and areas with a 
potential for high erosion rates or other related concerns. Opening river views 
on private property will require negotiated maintenance easements.

•	 Assess the site conditions for each remaining potential site. Investigate each 
remaining site with the assistance of a forester, wildlife biologist or other 
appropriate natural resources professional. The Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources has volunteered to assist in this effort. The 
natural resources professional should be consulted for information such as 
recommended tree and plant density for maintenance of riparian functions, 
identification of high quality plant species for preservation and long-term 
maintenance considerations.

•	 Open river views. Tree thinning, vegetation clearing and related activities 
should be budgeted and prioritized for implementation. All clearing 
should be closely overseen by a natural resources professional. Care should 
be taken to minimize impacts on desirable species while emphasizing 
removal of undergrowth and other potentially undesirable vegetation to the 
extent necessary to provide views. Measures to control erosion should be 

Tree canopy provides shading over the river, reducing water 
temperature.

Tree thinning in strategic locations will reopen views of the 
Kentucky River.
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incorporated where required.
•	 Maintain the riverbanks. The plan should be sustainable. Future public 

and private budgeting should include ongoing maintenance to prevent 
overgrowth and introduction of undesirable species. 

Ke n t u c k y  R i ve r  To u r  B o a t  a n d  Ca n o e  R e n t a l

Frankfort residents and visitors should have multiple opportunities to recreate on 
the Kentucky River. As demonstrated in stakeholder interviews and community 
meetings, boaters are most passionate about protecting and improving the river. This 
passion should be shared with those who do not own their own vessels.

Paddlepalooza demonstrated the potential for expanded canoe and kayak activity on 
the Kentucky River. Canoe Kentucky and other canoe rental firms are considering 
testing the market through period canoe rentals in the Lock 4 upper pool. These 
tests will affirm the desire of Frankfort and Franklin County residents and visitors to 
directly experience the river.

The river can be used as a form of transportation. With enough intriguing 
destinations on the river with transient dock access, a public boat route can be 
established. A water taxi can ferry passengers from point to point. Alternatively, a 
tour boat can provide river passage for tourists, including interpretation of the river 
and sites seen from the river.

Potential locations for water taxi and tour boat transient docks include:
•	 Capital View Park dock, with access to the park including enhanced 

educational and recreational attractions
•	 Capitol Complex Parking Garage. Until the pedestrian bridge connects to 

Capital View Park, a boat dock can provide access to a proposed elevator in 
the parking garage and thus the State Capitol Complex.

•	 Public Landing at the Old Blanton Lumber site.
•	 Dock at the former Frankfort Lumber site, with access to Rebecca Ruth 

Candies.

Section Highlights
•	 Those without their own boat can access the water through 

canoe/kayak rental, water taxi and tour boat.
•	 An extensive and connected network of transient slips is 

necessary to support water transportation and touring.
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•	 Frankfort Boat Club dock, with access to the restaurant, KSU downtown 
campus and historic Frankfort.

•	 Benson Creek Marina.
•	 River View Park, with access to Capital Plaza Complex and the Washington 

Street urban park.
•	 Lock Tender’s House Complex (dock positioned far enough from the lock for 

safety).
•	 Buffalo Trace Distillery dock and associated riverfront park and recreation 

area.

While connections to destinations in the Lock 4 upper pool will be significant, the 
Buffalo Trace Distillery complex is a leading destination for Frankfort tourists and 
residents. Access to Buffalo Trace Distillery and the other riverfront destinations in 
Lock 3 upper pool requires continued maintenance and consistent operations of 
Lock 4. This plan recommends investment in maintenance and operations of Lock 4.




